
Lošinj - August 11th- 25th - On August 11th, the Croatian Language School London (CLS) will offer students of all levels the opportunity to learn Croatian language and culinary skills in a range of 1 and 2 week courses on the Island of Lošinj. Tuition will take place Monday to Friday at the CLS School close to the tourist town of Mali Lošinj. Professional & specialist Croatian language teachers will hold classes limited to a maximum of 10 people ensuring students receive individual attention. Rotation of group classes means tuition will either take place in the morning or afternoon, allowing students the possibility to explore the island’s numerous tourist attractions and enjoy its natural beauty during their leisure time.

Professional language courses by experts dedicated to the individual’s goal

Of the handful of courses available to students wishing to learn Croatian in Croatia, few can boast the expertise offered by CLS Director, Linda Rabuzin and her team of specialist teachers. Now in its 10th year, CLS was opened by Rabuzin in 1997 as the first and only dedicated Croatian language school in London. Offering both private and corporate students an array of courses tailored to meet all language & cultural training needs, Rabuzin’s pioneering spirit lead to CLS introducing immersion courses in the summer of 2003 on the island of Vis. Learning Croatian in Croatia is ultimately the most efficient and stimulating approach for each student to attain their linguistic goal and quickly Rabuzin followed up by offering annual spring & autumn immersion courses in Poreč in Croatia’s Istrian region. As one CLS student, Mark Weber, CEO of Atticmedia, points out, “The week in Poreč is incredibly useful. Following the weekly lessons in London this is suddenly the chance to try it all out for real! The combination of 3 hours of intensive coaching in a small group; study in spare time; dealing with local restaurants and going off to explore the local area - islands, beaches and ancient coliseums - meant that by the end of the week your mind has begun to take some aspects of Croatian for granted that before seemed incredibly difficult!”

With EU accession on the cards, Croatia and its culture has attracted much interest – both by private individuals and the corporate sector.  Students who have attended past immersion courses come from a wide range of backgrounds and study for a variety of reasons such as business, property investment, holiday interests or, for those with family connections or Croatian heritage, a desire to maintain their links and keep the language & culture alive. Most students are English, but there are those, usually with Croatian heritage, who travel long distances from the US, South America, New Zealand and Australia to attend these immersion courses. As such, CLS offers training programmes which cater to all levels, but are also designed to address each individual’s needs and aspirations. As Milan Miletich, an Independent Financial Adviser, states, “It is a valuable way of keeping my Croatian language knowledge updated. The skills I have obtained with Linda have, for example, made the process of property buying in Croatia much simpler for me since I am now aware of the differing terminology applied in such instances – terms that I would not attain just through everyday conversation in my mother’s homeland.”

A unique gourmet experience

Not only is CLS offering a new immersion course this summer in the idyllic and beautiful location of Lošinj, but within the programme will be specialist culinary training to compliment language classes. Cookery will be taught by Mladen Marušić, a tutor at Zagreb Catering College, and will be the first and only Croatian language course offered in Croatia which incorporates gastronomy classes. Every day during the week, students will learn the specifics of Croatian cuisine and understand the geography of the country by discovering each region’s specialities. With Mladen Marušić’s professional culinary expertise, the training is comprehensive, delivering an appreciation of the essentials of the Croatian kitchen including complete menus and suitable wine accompaniments. With many of his Catering College students winning local and international awards at key cookery competitions, Marušić believes his credentials will ensure students in Lošinj can expect a thorough appreciation of Croatia’s cuisine: “In the same way that students will gain confidence in the development & application of their language skills, my classes will offer a complete understanding of Croatia’s culinary influences and help students experience the local produce which epitomizes our cooking. Most importantly they will be able to return home and confidently replicate our dishes.”

Enroll by contacting CLS London

The CLS Lošinj Summer School is now open for student enrollment. Information can be found on the CLS London website www.easycroatian.com in the “Courses in Croatia” section or by contacting Eugenie Barron +44 (0) 208 948 5771 / + 44 (0) 7957 448480.

